
	

	

	

	

SCHOOL PATHWAY FOR COVID-19 KEY POINTS 
	

1. The	response	to	confirmed	cases	or	outbreaks	of	Covid-19	in	the	community	or	in	a	school	is	
the	responsibility	of	and	will	be	 led	and	managed	by	Public	Health	HSE.	All	decisions	as	 to	
appropriate	actions	following	a	confirmed	case	or	outbreak	will	be	made	by	their	teams	 in	
the	context	of	a	full	Public	Health	Risk	Assessment	procedure	according	to	the	principles	set	
out	in	the	document	attached.	Any	actions	to	be	taken	by	the	school	will	be	communicated	
directly	 by	 Public	 Health	 HSE.	 School	 management	 will	 be	 informed	 as	 and	 when	 such	
actions	such	as	exclusion	of	children	or	staff;	partial	or	full	closure,	are	deemed	necessary	on	
public	health	grounds.	If	the	school	is	not	so	informed,	it	has	not	been	deemed	necessary	by	
Public	Health.	

	

2. It	is	inevitable	that	with	confirmed	cases	of	Covid-19	circulating	within	the	community,	there	
will	 be	 suspect	 or	 confirmed	 cases	 amongst	 pupils	 and	 staff	 attending,	 or	working	within,	
educational	facilities.	

	

3. However,	 children	 will	 also	 continue	 to	 display	 symptoms	 of	 many	 other	 circulating	
respiratory	viruses.	It	is	known	that	young	children	often	have	a	persistent	cold.	A	child	with	
a	blocked	or	runny	nose,	but	no	fever	can	attend	school	but	if	they	require	paracetamol	or	
ibuprofen,	they	must	stay	at	home	for	48	hours	and	parents	or	guardians	should	contact	the	
GP	to	assess	whether	a	test	is	required.	

	

4. If	 a	 child	 displays	 symptoms	 which	 may	 be	 consistent	 with	 Covid-19,	 the	 school	 should	
contact	their	parent	or	guardian	and	ask	them	to	collect	their	child	as	soon	as	possible.	The	
child	 should	 be	 cared	 for	 appropriately	 by	 a	 staff	 member	 whilst	 they	 are	 waiting	 to	 go	
home.	

	

5. ‘Schools	 do	not	 need	 to	 inform	parents	 that	 a	 pupil	 or	 teacher	 has	been	 removed	due	 to	
their	 symptoms.	 Other	 pupils	 or	 staff	 do	 not	 need	 to	 be	 removed	 from	 class.	 HSE	
Departments	 of	 Public	 Health	 will	 take	 action	 if	 the	 person	 has	 confirmed	 Covid-19	
infection	 on	 testing,	 which	 will	 include	 HSE	 advice	 and	 guidance	 on	 communication	 to	
school	pupils	and	staff	where	needed.’			

	

	



6. ‘The	parents	 /	 legal	guardian	of	 the	 sick	 child	 should	 contact	 their	GP	as	usual,	 to	discuss	
clinical	concerns.	If	 it	is	determined	by	the	GP	that	the	child/pupil	requires	to	be	tested	for	
Covid-19,	any	other	household	contacts	should	be	removed	from	the	school	setting.’			

	

7. ‘If	a	symptomatic	child	has	a	Covid-19	‘not	detected’	result,	the	child	should	remain	at	home	
until	he/she	is	clinically	well	enough	to	return	to	school,	unless	parents	are	specifically	asked	
by	HSE	Public	Health	for	their	child	to	remain	excluded	because	of	other	investigations	e.g.	
if	 the	 child	 is	 a	 known	 close	 contact	 of	 a	 now	 confirmed	 case.	 In	 particular	 all	 diarrhoea	
symptoms	need	to	have	been	resolved	for	48	hours	prior	to	return	to	school.	
	


